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a literary medium, whether it be knowledge of physics
or of Letters, because there would seem to be some in-
herent quality in mind which prepares it to respond to
this form of appeal and no other I say in the initial
stages, because possibly, when the mind becomes con-
versant with knowledge of a gjven type, it unconsciously
translates the driest formulas into living speech , perhaps
it is for some such reason that mathematics seem to fall
outside this rule of literary presentation , mathematics,
like music, is a speech in itself, a speech irrefragibly
logical, of exquisite clarity, meeting the requirements of
mind

To consider letters as the staple of education is no new
thing , nor is the suggestion new that to tuin a young
person into a library is to educate him But here we are
brought to a stand , the mind demands method, orderly
presentation, as inevitably as it demands knowledge,
and it may be that our educational misadventuies are due
to the fact that we have allowed ourselves to take up
any haphazard ordering that is recommended with
sufficient pertinacity

But no one can live without a philosophy which points
out the order, means and end of effort, intellectual or
other, to fall in discovering this is to fall into melan-
cholia, or more active madness so we go about picking
up a maxim here, a motto there, an idea elsewhere, and
make a patchwork of the whole which we call our prin-
ciples , beggarly fragments enough we piece together to
cover our nakedness and a hundred phrases which one
may hear any day betray lives founded upon an ignoble
philosophy No doubt people are better than then words,
better than then own thoughts, we speak of ourselves
as " finite beings," but is theie any limit to the generosity
and nobility of almost any person ? The hastily spoken
"It is the rule at sea," that distressed us a while
ago, what a vista does it disclose of chivalric tendeiness,